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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION  50X1-HUM

L., The North Korean government is larcely dominated by nstives of Hamgyong
“rovince, bobh because of their revolublonary past antd hecouse of thesr
associstion with Soviet leadership outside of Kersa. The sitnation is re-
gunted, however, by the nativea of Fyongan Province and especially the
¢‘tizens of Pyongyang, although the two previnces were fairly closely united
in the past,

<. Dur'ng the Japanese administration of Korea, people of Hamgyong formed the
Bacitione of Commonist movements., Horeover, many leaders who received
instriction and training in China and the USSE were from Hamgyong - for exe
ample, GH'OE Ch'ang-ik (/% % %) , CHU Yé&hg-ha (A .'A?z Z8[}, CHIOE angwkdé.
(Z 4348, MU Chong (A, %), HAN Pin {féﬁ #5), KM Chiang-man (B 5 5,%)
and otrers, The Hamgyong group, therefore, recéived many appointments to
higher offices in the new North Korean government after the war, scmetimes
simply o1 the basis of asscciation and of Commurist hackground regarsliess
of erimiral records.

J+  With many of the higner offices filled by Hamgyong men, the natives of the
prevince f'locked into the lower level appointments also. In government and
North Koreyn Labow Party key positions, the Hamgyong ratives have a solid
control, Host of {he important administrative posts and commands of military
and garrison units on the borders are held by Hamgyong citizens. Within the
oxfices, security control is also exercised by thie cligue, who permit
important documents to be handled only by ore of their own number, Their
discrimination against natives of other aress is felt by the other natives

o be quite 38 great as that shown in the past by the Japanese to the Koreans.

4 The Hamgyong attitude is felt most keenly by the pecple of Pyongan, since
the capital, Pyongvang, is situated in their province, Although they are
primarily iuterested in business rather than in politics, they resent the
removal of all thelr leaders. such as CHO Man-sik ( \%’ ”?'E iﬁ), a religious
and intellectual figure in Fyongyang, who pds imprisoned. So strong is the
resentment of Pyongan that most of its cifizens have withdrawn completely
from even minor political appointments
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{yongsn group, however, utilize several neans of pagsive resistance arrirst

pelitically dominant faction. Hotel owners in Pyongyang. for example,
ven refuse o admit Hampyong puests with the eycuse that no room 1s available.

oughout the government, the Fyongan men withhold cooperation and present any

L
structions they can. Although the hostility between the two factions has neb

reached an overt level, the feeling persists and grows, and it is believed 1z
ran that it will everdually rosult in vielence or spark a counter=revelution.
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